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Event Report 

Name of  the Event  National Conference on Environmental 

Sustainability, Climate Adaptability & 

Disaster Management-2025  

Objective of  the event This conference brings together researchers, 

policymakers, practitioners, and students to 

engage in meaningful dialogue and 

knowledge exchange on one of  the most 

pressing challenges of  our time—ensuring a 

sustainable and resilient future for our planet. 

Date, Time and Venue  5-6th June 2025 

Convener /Organising Secretary  Prof. Deepak Pant (Convener)/ Dr. Chinmaya 

Maharana & Dr. M. S. Thakur (Organising 

Secretory)  

Organising Unit  School of  Earth and Environmental Sciences 

Participants  125 participant  

Outcome of  the event  The conference explored interdisciplinary 

approaches and innovative solutions that 

promote environmental stewardship, enhance 

community resilience, and inform policy and 

practice. By fostering collaboration among 

academia, government, industry, and civil 

society, this conference generated actionable 

insights and strengthened collective efforts 

towards a safer, greener, and more sustainable 

future. 

Expenditure & Funding Agency if  anyone 

otherwise CUHP 

Rs 1,50,000 CUHP 

Photos (at least one geo-tag)   
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Event Detail Report 

On June 5, 2025, The School of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the Central University 

of Himachal Pradesh, Shahpur Campus, organized a two-day national conference on the 

theme "Environmental Sustainability, Climate Adaptability and Disaster Management-2025” 

in celebration of World Environment Day. 

The inaugural session of the Conference commenced on June 5, 2025, at the seminar hall of 

the Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Shahpur Campus, Kangra, India. The event 

brought together policymakers, scientists, industry leaders, and civil society representatives 

to deliberate on pressing environmental challenges and collaborative solutions. The 

conference began with an invocation and the lighting of the ceremonial lamp, symbolizing 

enlightenment and knowledge. The organizing committee extended a warm welcome to all 

participants, underlining the critical importance of the conference in today’s global 

environmental landscape. Prof. Deepak Pant, Dean of the School of Earth and Environmental 

Sciences, introduced the Chief Guest of the event, Prof. Sat Prakash Bansal, Hon’ble Vice 

Chancellor of the Central University of Himachal Pradesh. In his inaugural address, Prof. 

Bansal emphasized the need to integrate sustainability into national policy frameworks and 

highlighted the pivotal role of innovation in enhancing climate adaptability. He urged faculty 

members, researchers, and students of the School to actively engage in research addressing 

current environmental challenges and disaster management, aiming to produce outcomes 

beneficial to society. Additionally, Prof. Bansal encouraged the department to initiate a tree 

plantation drive as a meaningful step toward environmental improvement. 

The conference proceedings commenced with the felicitation of the distinguished Guest of 

Honor, Prof. Adarsh Pal Vig, Former Chairman of the Punjab Pollution Control Board, and 

Keynote speaker Dr. Tejpal Dhewa, Associate Professor at the Central University of Haryana. 

In his address, Prof. Vig presented valuable insights on the theme “Alternatives to Plastic.” 

He emphasized the importance of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), highlighting the 

crucial role of manufacturers and consumers in mitigating the environmental and health 

impacts associated with plastic production and usage. He further advocated for the 

implementation of patch plantation as a sustainable ecological practice, emphasizing its 

potential to restore green cover, promote biodiversity, and combat the impacts of climate 

change. His address was both enlightening and motivating, serving as a powerful call to 

action that inspired the audience to adopt more environmentally responsible practices for a 

healthier and more resilient planet. 

Following the address by the Guest of Honor, the keynote speech was delivered by Dr. Tejpal 

Dhewa, Associate Professor at the Central University of Haryana, who offered a thought-

provoking analysis of the multifaceted challenges posed by climate change. He highlighted 

how the consequences of shifting climate patterns are not limited to scientific or policy 

domains but directly impact the daily lives of ordinary people, from reduced agricultural 

productivity to increased vulnerability to extreme weather events. Dr. Dhewa drew attention 

to the growing relevance of technological interventions, particularly the role of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), in developing climate-resilient agricultural practices. He emphasized how 
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AI can be harnessed to identify and recommend crop varieties that are better suited to rising 

temperatures and changing precipitation patterns, thereby helping farmers adapt to new 

environmental realities and ensuring food security in the face of climate uncertainty. 

The inaugural session concluded with a formal vote of thanks, expressing heartfelt gratitude 

to the Chief Guest, Prof. Sat Prakash Bansal, and the distinguished speakers, Prof. Adarsh Pal 

Vig and Dr. Tejpal Dhewa, for their insightful contributions and inspiring addresses. The 

organizing committee acknowledged their valuable perspectives on sustainability, climate 

adaptability, and disaster management, which set a meaningful tone for the rest of the 

conference. Their presence and participation were deeply appreciated, and the session ended 

on a note of optimism and collective commitment toward advancing environmental 

resilience. 

The proceedings resumed after lunch with Technical Session I, during which oral 

presentations by the participants were conducted concurrently in two venues — the Seminar 

Room and CR10. Simultaneously, poster evaluations were also carried out as part of the 

session. 

Technical Session II began with a warm welcome extended by Prof. Pant to Prof. Dhananjay 

Joshi, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of Delhi Teachers University (DTU), who participated in the 

session virtually. Prof. Pant provided a succinct summary of the major events and 

deliberations from the first half of the day. He subsequently invited Prof. Joshi to share his 

reflections and insights with the participants. 

In his address, Prof. Joshi conveyed his appreciation for the opportunity to participate in the 

session. He underscored the vital role of collective community engagement in addressing 

environmental concerns. Drawing attention to the escalating environmental challenges, he 

critically examined the adverse impacts of anthropogenic activities, particularly in urban 

landscapes. Prof. Joshi highlighted the concerning increase in respiratory ailments in 

metropolitan areas, noting a growing trend of population movement towards regions with 

comparatively cleaner air. Prof. Joshi also cited global health data, highlighting that India is 

among the leading consumers of plastic products. He emphasized the pressing need for 

cohesive and sustained efforts to foster a healthier and more sustainable environment. His 

address served as a compelling call for collective responsibility and unified action in tackling 

environmental challenges. 

Following Prof. Joshi’s insightful address, Technical Session III commenced with oral 

presentations and poster evaluations. A total of 14 oral presentations were delivered, and 43 

participants showcased their research in the poster competition, organized under six thematic 

areas. Based on the quality of presentations and the number of participants across these 

themes, two awards were conferred for the best oral presentations, along with four awards for 

the best posters. 

Day 2 of the conference began with the esteemed presence of Dr. Pankaj Kumar and Dr. 

Tejpal Dhewa, who joined as the Keynote Speaker and Guest of Honour, respectively.  
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In Technical Session IV, Dr. Pankaj Kumar delivered an insightful talk on the exploration of 

the use of carbon-14 as a nuclear probe in environmental research and industrial applications. 

He delved into the role of various particle accelerators in enhancing ion velocities for nuclear 

reactions, and highlighted the importance of different elements from the periodic table in 

reactor operations. Dr. Kumar provided a clear and compelling explanation of Accelerator 

Mass Spectrometry (AMS), underscoring its effectiveness in radiocarbon dating, biomedical 

studies, environmental monitoring, and nuclear forensics—all achievable with minimal 

sample sizes. His presentation was further enriched by real-world case studies demonstrating 

the practical application of 
14

C in addressing environmental challenges. 

Further enriching the session, Dr. Chinmaya Maharana shared his professional experiences 

working alongside Dr. Pankaj Kumar at the Inter-University Accelerator Centre (IUAC). He 

emphasized IUAC’s vital role in advancing domestic research capabilities by providing 

cutting-edge facilities that significantly reduce dependence on international laboratories for 

nuclear sample analysis. 

The day concluded with a Valedictory Session, where Prof. Deepak Pant addressed the 

gathering. He acknowledged the tremendous effort involved in organizing the conference and 

praised the dedication and seamless coordination of the organizing team, whose hard work 

was instrumental in the event’s success. 

Several students also took the stage to share their reflections, expressing appreciation for the 

valuable insights and inspiration gained during the two-day conference. The closing 

ceremony was brought to life with a vibrant performance of the traditional Naati dance, 

gracefully presented by second-year students Muskan Sheria and Priyanka Sharma, adding a 

festive and memorable touch to the event’s conclusion. 

During the certificate distribution ceremony, Prof. Deepak Pant honored several individuals 

for their valuable contributions. Among those recognized were Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Dr. Tejpal 

Dhewa, Mr. Sudam Sahu, Dr. Manorama Patri, Dr. Neha Chaudhary, and Dr. Vikram Singh. 

Special appreciation was extended to poster evaluators Dr. Manish Kumar and Dr. 

Maheshwar for their thoughtful and meticulous assessments. Awards for Best Oral 

Presentations were conferred upon Ms. Anannya Sharma and Ms. Tabassum Nike, while Mr. 

Gokul, Mr. Divyansh, Ms. Priya Thakur, and Mr. Vishal received accolades for Best Poster 

Presentations. 

The conference’s smooth execution was made possible by the outstanding coordination of co-

conveners Dr. Manish Kumar and Dr. Dilbag Singh, who were acknowledged for their 

dedicated efforts. Organizing committee secretaries Dr. Chinmaya Maharana and Mr. 

Maheshwar were also commended for their commitment and behind-the-scenes support. 

Special thanks were extended to the joint organizing committee members—Dr. Arun, Dr. 

Ritambhara Upadhyay, Dr. Arun Kumar, Dr. Alok K. Pandey, and Dr. Kumar Batuk Joshi—

for their crucial role in the conference’s overall success. 

 



Ihe day concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Ritambhara Upadhyay, 

who expressed decp gratitude to Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Prof. S.P. Bansal, Prof. Deepak 

Pant, the organizing team, participants, voluntecrs, and all faculty mmbers for their 

unwavering support and contributions throughout the event. 
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